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Mr. St. Pierre 

Name ______________________ Date___________

Graphic Novel Class
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The purpose of this project is to create a graphic novel based on an event or memory from your life. To prepare for it we will have read and discussed Stitches, the memoir by David Small. Also, you will be reading at least 2 memoirs on your own and completing work connected to these readings. With all this background, you should have some idea of the nature of a memoir. This project will have several stages, all of which need to be checked with me, but it will culminate in a 20-25 panel memoir. Be sure to consult all of the criteria below which will constitute the basis for the grade. 


This project is worth 185 points. 

1. We will review some previous memoirs and then brainstorm as a class topics you may consider for your own memoir.
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2. You will create a list of 10-15 events, experiences, connections, conversations, meaningful moments...anything that has had some impact on your life.

3. In small groups, explain the items on this list to your peers, who will then help you decide which event to write about.

4. [image: image4.wmf]25 points. Write a 2 page story about the topic for your memoir. This should be as detailed as possible. Include not only what happens, but how you felt and how you think others felt. Describe people's reactions, their facial expressions, their clothes. Describe the weather, how things might have tasted, or smelled. Consider how people spoke and what they said. Really try to take time examining all the nuances of this memory. 

5. [image: image5.wmf]15 points. Next, you will create a script based on this story. If you'd like to take a different approach, talk to me first. 

6. 15 points. Create a storyboard. 

7. [image: image6.wmf]70 points. Create a 20-25 panel memoir. This memoir should contain all of the following elements:

1. _____ gutters

2. _____ splash page

3. _____ synecdoche

4. _____ synchronous language

5. _____ intertextual image

6. _____ visual metaphor

7. _____ creative layout

8. _____ sensory images

9. _____ non-sensory images

10. _____ holistic layout

11. _____ linear layout

12. _____ at least 10 different kinds of panels (consider the “22 panel” handout)

13. _____ cover page with picture, your name, and the date

8. 25 points. 

1. All words should be LARGE, neatly written, and spelled correctly. 

2. Each grammatical error will result in a penalty of 1 point from the final grade of the project.

3.  Panels should be planned out ahead of time to accommodate the words. 

4. All images should be inked.

5. There should be some color on each page.

9. 25 points. Your work should reflect careful planning, commendable effort, and should observe all due dates.
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